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Sean Mirror House 
Macmillan. Oct. 1956. $20.00. 


Alife story should considerable importance, one 
way another, run into almost 2200 pages. Sean 
not all that important, matter what 
may think about that. Taken book book the six 
too securely bound two volumes this edition, 
(three books each volume), reading this cock-o’- 
thewalk autobiography could and is, 
for its bumptiousness and its uninhibited 
failing out, times sincerely moving its perceptive- 


ness and occasional poignancy, times infuriating for 
its bad-tempered argumentativeness and illogicality, and 
at-times revealing the irritations and influences which 
have shaped the writer’s life into what is. Taken 
whole, chore and, for the most part, bore. 

Johnny Casside, calls himself before goes all- 
out Gaelic expatriate, had miserable childhood, illu- 
mined solely the patient and courageous devotion 
simply heroic mother seems have found real 
sympathy for until after her death. Poverty, the pain 
infected eyes threatening blindness, near starva- 
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tion, ridicule and contempt from companions en- 
gendered and explain the rebellion that has ulcered 
good deal O’Casey’s life and his philosophy. Anger 
against world that continually threatened cast him 
out after chastising him, ignoring his worth 
esteemed it, kept alive and alight stubborn determi- 
nation prove himself and eventually able crow 
cock-a-doodle over the whole yard. still flailing 
out everyone and everything has accused and 
condemned his own star-chamber having mal- 
treated and misprized him. And cannot find 
blame him too much for that. But the respect 
one owes and pays him does not include admiration. 
Sean O’Casey one God’s angry men. Like most 
such also man ill-warped—not altogther his 
own fault, true; but nonetheless warped and myopic 
spiritually well physically. 


not even sure that can trust the tale tells 
his own life. The rant and rave flavors much 
this tidal wave recall. From one draws conclusions 
surely not intended: that the querulous child developed 
into rebellious but selfish youth, self-educated, self- 
opinionated, self-reliant and self-centered; 
rather than doer revolution and incendiarism; 
man taken and shaken off many, save those only 
great patience and understanding who 
tantrums and tormented tempers for the talent they 
saw ripening painfully him. has made himself, 
much events and conditions made him, fellow 
intolerant any but his own pontifical infallibility; 
the patriot who deems himself the “I” Irish; 
shadow-boxer and furious burner straw men, im- 
pacably fanatic fighter scarecrows; pundit, prophet, 
pope, publichouse pontifex smacksimus. 


Wading through the flamboyant flimflam-flummery 
much his reveals how much 
Joyce has permeated his style. Joyce and Shaw and 
Yeats makes his triune tribune personal penates. 
And the red star rises his fevered dreams future 
free burgomasters and bishops and bully-boys and 
box-office brannigans. 


Welladay. will some folks good read how 
much and for what reason they are hated some 
quarters. Some others will find the whole business 
tediously bad-tempered. Others will acclaim the anti- 
clerical agonizing and the communist gregoro-witchian 
chanting rapturous. The majority readers, suppos- 
ing they want spend double sawbuck for this 
double-dome-tome, will variously discomfited, dis- 
affected, disedified, just plain disgusted. maturely 
intelligent adult should able sift the cockchafers 


from the grain. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 


Catton, Bruce The Hallowed Ground 
Doubleday. 1956. 400p. $5.95. 
(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—November 


Take off the blue and the gray forage caps and wave 
them with “hooray” and “yippee,” because Mr. 
Catton has written one volume panorama the 
Civil War which will be, have little doubt, the 
best-seller lists for long, long time. really most 


O’Casey Catton Compton 


unfortunate that the cover this book has 
reading “The Story the Union Side the 
War.” That is, best, half-truth only; only bling 
propagandist can write side story,” and thi 
Mr. Catton has not done. bad publicity and 
(Heaven forefend!) cause the sales this book dip 
below the Mason-Dixon Line. But let assure 
who live tread the “sacred soil” that they will 
Mr. Catton’s work satisfying account the 
the North. 


This Hallowed Ground begins with the 
brawl the floor the Senate (May 21, 1856) 
when old ways were going for feudal plantation 
below the Ohio, veneered with chivalry and thin 
mance and living autumn dream”; and ends with 
that day May 1865, quiet, cloudless evenin: 
Washington with touch breeze stirring” when 
for the last time the mighty blue host would fold 
tents, sound Taps, give their hands fond 
and silently steal away. 
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The flood Civil War books recent vintage has al! 
but the marketplace. there room, then, for 
one Does Mr. Catton’s volume supply any 
ticular need? feel that does and predict that within 
very short time after released This Hallowed 
Ground will eagerly read professional 
the Civil War the amateurs, even the high 
school level. The literary qualities this book—it 
unity, humanity and significance, make 
its pages one finds every aspect fitted and cemented 
together make brilliant mosaic which the 
tary, political and social coloring masterfully blended 
War not glamorized. With uncanny gift for 
ing out detail Mr. Catton paints the whole picture, 
“the fearful story war (which) mostly the story 
ordinary men who are called upon suffer and 
endure and die purpose that they can easily 
reason why the Civil War 
quite adequately explained. 


Everyone can with profit read this masterpiece 
Americana; its impact and its lessons will for years 
come equally fruitful for scholar, savant, 


and citizen. 
Berkeley Kines, 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Compton, Arthur Atomic Ques 
Oxford University Press. Oct. 25, 1956. 359p. 


Dr. Compton uses about three-fifths this book 
narrate the development the atomic bomb from: 
short period time. His narrative stresses that portion 
the project with which was most closely 
nected, the production plutonium. 
the bomb time for use the war through the 
voted efforts many scientists and the prodigious 
penditure manpower and other resources. 


When became apparent that the bomb would 
available, questionings arose whether such 
discriminate weapon should used the war agains 
Japan. civilian committee was created advise 
President whether and how the bomb should used. 
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Dr. Compton was one the physicists who served 
advisors this committee. The most interesting por- 
tion his book describes the discussions before this 
committee. 

the early Summer 1945, the committee heard 
many proposals for and against the use the A-bomb 
Japan. The principal argument for the use 
the A-bomb stemmed from the judgment 
Japanese military forces would not surrender without 
battle annihilation which was expected cost 
around 1,000,000 American casualties. the pro- 
ponents this view, the only way avert last-ditch 
sand the Okinawa model was convince the anti- 
militarist elements the Japanese government that 
further resistance was absolutely hopeless. was 
that the atomic bomb would convincing 
demonstration the hopelessness Japan’s situation. 
The physical destruction caused the bomb was not 
expected decisive, for Tokyo had been hit almost 
hard conventional means. Rather, was the 
psychological shock our possession colossal secret 
weapon that was expected lead the Japanese sur- 
render. 

The recommendation the Interim Committee was 
drop the bomb Japanese cities which contained sub- 
santial military installations. Mr. Truman agreed with 
the recommendation the committee, and decided 
use the bomb the Japanese did not surrender forth- 
with. Ten days after the issuance the Potsdam ulti- 
matum the Japanese had not surrendered and Hiro- 
received its bomb. Three days later Nagasaki 
was devastated, and five days after that Japan sur- 
rendered. 


the final section his book, Dr. Compton outlines 
his thoughts the future atomic energy, and its 
effects society. sees its greatest peace- 
time use the production heat and energy, particu- 
laly the form electric power. regard 
non-peaceful uses, believes that atomic weapons 
will used war should come again. advocates 
having weapons systems both deter aggression, and 
war one should occur. Finally, hopes 
that the existence such weapons, combination 
with the complicated nature future 
nology, will lead men become more civilized than 
they have been the past. 


Compton’s narrative, while interesting, suffers from 
excessive use the flashback device which makes 
dificult follow the chronology the events 
describes. However, his discussion the decision 
the atomic bomb should read all who are 
concerned with the morality such use, well 
students political decision making. 

John Gorman, 

Washington, 


Kirst, Hans Helmut Forward, Gunner Asch 
Brown. Oct. 368p. $3.95. 


this year the American reader was introduced 
revolutionary Gunner Asch who, comedy 
with satire and humor, attacked the peacetime 
amy Hitler’s Germany its weakest fundament 
came out unscathed, though not quite 
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this sequel, the author takes Asch, now sergeant, into 
the middle the war. Asch’s regiment the 
Russian front, the farthest point advance during 
the invasion. The war quiet, mutual agreement, 
because winter. 

The principal story line simple: into the quasi-peace 
the front comes new battery commander, fresh 
from General Staff duties. can understand neither 
his troop nor the enemy. Leutenant Wedelman, the 
relieved commander, devoted the Fatherland, led 
love into communicating information about the time 
strategic withdrawal. The lady tells Rus- 
sian with short-wave transmitter. Because his 
weakness and Witterer’s cowardice, the withdrawal 
turns into real battle with wasted deaths and point- 
less heroism. 

the author’s skilled treatment, more than moral- 
izing war story turned out. The devices used permit 
view the front and the “home front” simultane- 
ously. Much the satire and most the humor 
the earlier book are evident. Operations the army 
are exposed every level from the regimental the 
commissary. Providing background are the German 
equivalent USO troupe, barrackstown military 
wedding, and the manipulations cook become 
millionaire. 

Asch is, once again, slightly subdued, the level-headed 
hero. His old companions, Vierbein, the solid soldier, 
and Kowalski, the insolent individualist, are more 
themselves. 

More than the previous novel, the emphasis here 
values. The symbols for those presented are not 
stereotypes. They range from the colonel, fine and 
decent leader, through Wedelman, good man but 
misled into Nazism, and the coward Witterer, the 
pacifistic but courageous Asch. the 
range are the opera-bouffe, behind-the-lines corporals 
who call themselves variously “blockbusters,” “Block- 
adebreakers,” “torpedoes,” and forth, red-tape artists, 
lecherers, confusionists, and mere plain people. 


The pair Asch books now merits more enthusiastic 
commendation mature readers; but implied, 
unexpressed, acceptance loose sexual standard 
morals must limit the audience thus the mature, 
who are hereby warned. 
Clinton Maguire, 
Manchester, Massachusetts, 


Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 490p. $4.50. 


Able Company tells the Englishman’s story the 
Korean conflict from the point view the infantry- 
man, Tommy Atkins, caught the National Service 
draft precisely the wrong time. 2nd Lieutenant 
Peter Blake serves the central figure the story from 
which the experience all the other characters pro- 
liferate. skeleton form, Able Company takes few 
characters off the streets, drags them into the army and 
thence Korea. shows them leave and carries 
them through the last awful days the armistice 
and, for the lucky ones, home again. 


This sort thing has been done hundreds times 
before, complete with “guy whose doll gives him the 
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heave-ho” while he’s serving his country, love and 
native girl, studies character insofar the war 
touches the roots personality. Able Company 
distinguishes itself from the other novels this ilk 
the fact that fairly well written. 


The author has divided his dramatis personae into two 
groups misfits, those who fitted into the war for 
personal need and those whose personal need fitted 
neither the war nor peace. the former, Major 
Richard Lawrence welcomed the opportunity get off 
the thin edge alcoholism and prove that was far 
from has-been. action, emerges the ambi- 
tious, cruel, competent commander. Poor 
headed O’Hara liked the idea “bit scrap.” 
ached get into for its own sake. head wound 
weakened his mind until the death his friend drove 
him screaming into patrol ten Chinese die him- 
self surrounded the eight men killed. Corporal 
Bobby Smith also needed the war just get away from 
his filthy home, slovenly mother, promiscuous sister 
and promisingly delinquent brother. 

Hale was handsome who lived only get back 
and “show” his faithless Betty thing two. 
died dragging himself through trench swarmed over 
the Chinese, bitterly fighting the blood that oozed 
away his life and thinking Betty. Winston had big 
feet that pointed outward, hostile, man who 
became O’Hara’s friend and died firing Browning 
his side. Charles was fat. His invalid mother sickened 
him. had served detention for fraud and had for 
friend, Hallows, superbly fit specimen who never 
ceased make trouble for his officers. Shrapnel tears 
the scalp off Charles’ head and Hallows frightened 
and uncertain, gets riddled the bullets his own 
retreating patrol. 

Some the scenes reflect ability catch the core 
hard fact. Gumbrell disgruntled and cold pours out 
petrol get fire going the bunker and causes the 
death Bryant and Ford fire. This and the morgue, 
hospital base while under furious assault, are reading 
tor strong stomachs only. Strangely, and admirably 
enough, the action while the members Able Com- 
pany are leave Kure, not half gory usual 
for this type novel. 

Adults who like war stories will abide Able Company 


too much trouble. 
Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Noma, Hiroshi Zone Emptiness 
World. Sept. 317p. $3.95. 

For the past several years have had plethora 
war novels poured onto the world market literature. 
Principally these novels have come from the pens 
German and American authors, and all them 
there the terrible story the desperate savagery 
war. Zone Emptiness may only another drop 
this huge bucket war fiction, but seems that 
has its own peculiar appeal. 

This the story Kitani, Japanese private who has 
just been released from two-year prison term, filled 
with bitterness toward the officer who sent him there 
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and filled with love for the prostitute who had com: 
mean more than life itself. the story 
desperate search for love and his desperate search 
revenge. the story his final discovery tha 
had found little more than his own destruction. 


There war this book, only the intolerable, mon. 
olithic oppression army life that pressed down 
the scul every hour the day. And this study lig 
the true value the book. know little 
went into the making the Japanese soldier 
wars that this must taken most valuable 
into whole new dimension human personality, 
dimension that seems escape one’s grasp 
the whole set values the Japanese soldier 
before one’s eyes. 


not think that this great novel, but alto 
gether possible that may thought one Japan. 
seems that the whole set values the novel 
are exotic, utterly strange the western reader 
that the characters appear completely two-dimen. 
sional, out proportion, like the characters stiffly stand. 
ing many oriental paintings. But feel that 
book well worth reading. interesting study 
the soul man under all aspects, and through 
book come flashes sympathy and empathy that bring 
you close the mind this lonely soldier. 


Suyin, Han —and the Rain Drink 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. Oct. 306p. $4.00. 


Han Suyin the author the best-seller and 
wood success, Many Splendored Thing. the 
Hollywood fiasco was with trepidation that turned 
her current novel. But fears were needles. 
This was not amorous grist for the film capital’s 
but straightforward life Malaya, thet 
land conflict, divided loyalties, guerrilla warfare and 
Oriental deviousness. Since she practicing 
cian with her own medical clinic Jahore Bahru nea 
Singapore, Dr. Suyin position observe firs 
hand the problems peculiar Malaya. And, even 
more, since she Eurasian mixed Chinese 
French descent, she able understand the 
and Occidental viewpoints and differences. Her shrewd 
appraisal the English colonizers interesting, 
tionalist fervor. 


—and the Rain Drink written novel form with 
cast characters long that listed the front 
the book for the reader’s convenience. But 
more documentary account the multiple 
gles that disturb the Malayan peninsula; between the 
British police and the Communists the jungle; 
tween the Malayans and the Chinese whom the 
deny equal rights; and basically, between nationalism 
and colonialism. shade thought has char 
acter represent it, most them briefly vivid and 
lievable. Dr. Suyin herself appears from time 
not bystander, but one involved the suffering 
lives those around her. And, though the story 
tenuous, she manages hold together with 
deal artistry. 


one whose knowledge Malaya was hitherto 
rived from brief encounter with the National 
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graphic this book was revelation. would recom- 
mend anyone the same boat, who interested 
the cold war South East Asia and prefers unsenti- 
mental novels obtuse histories. 


Miriam Quinn, 
Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Grun, Bernard The Golden Quill 
Putnam. Oct. 26,1956. 377p. $4.50. 

Bernard Grun’s first novel titled from gift bestowed 
1764 George III upon Wolfgang Amadeus 
fictional life the great musician that succeeds 
being also vast costume piece historical romance. 
Mozart’s struggle for fame was intertwined with arch- 
bishops, nobles, and royal favorites that his life almost 
necessarily social and political history. Salzburg, his 
home, the chief setting; but Prague, Paris, London, 
Vienna, Mannheim, and Rome are frequent locales 
his crowded thirty-five years painful search for prefer- 
ment. 


the age eight Mozart had given royal perform- 
ance. fourteen had made triumphant Italian 
tour. twenty-one could boast 270 composi- 
tions. All the while, though, was trying escape 
the restrictions unappreciative sponsors who sought 
gain rather than the development 
gnius. Thus his life persistently became series 
defeated hopes and incomplete triumphs. 


Grun adheres faithfully the record reporting the 
artist’s career, both professional and amatory. 
Christian Bach, Ponte, Haydn, Beethoven, and 
enter the story; so, too, some his major 
works: Magic Flute, Don Giovanni, Figaro, and Seraglio, 
for example. Grun, however, seems more concerned 
with the painful struggle for recognition than with the 
consuming power gestational work art. less 
are Marianne, Thekla, Aloysia, Nancy, Gerl, 
and other ladies the moment. search for 
lve was steady and saddening. After series affairs, 
wildly sensual and for the most part fully re- 
entered unfortunate marriage with Con- 
Weber that brought the further tragedies lost 
and incompatibility. The conclusion was 


funeral shortly after completion his Re- 


quiem Mass. 


The whole story related through the diary Mozart’s 
ister Nannerl. Grun makes free compromises with the 
but cannot completely avoid its natural dis- 
Adults are the intended and proper read- 
public. They will emerge from the fine print with 
picture eighteenth-century Europe, inti- 
mate view Mozart’s personality, and detailed sense 
personal tragedy. 


tong, Phil The Adventure Barnsby 
Doubleday. Oct. 192p. $3.00. 

are not generally associated with the motley 
adventurers who made the mad rush for 
back ’Forty-nine. But thirteen Horace 


Barnsby was not ordinary youngster. With 


taller than himself was just about the best 
and the best cook you could find Dead Dog 
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Gulch. And his adventure changed not only his own 
life but those several others who became involved 
with him. 


All this began when aunt and uncle took the lad 
across country after the death his parents back 
Iowa. The 320 acres land, which had inherited, 
was put out shares and “Horse” had about five 
hundred dollars the bank plus another five hundred 
his pockets. When cholera hit the party the young- 
ster’s aunt died and Uncle John Loftus was left for 
dead the trail. short time “Horse” found 
himself partner with Obe Weaver and Sol Crane, 
pair prospectors from his home territory. Not long 
thereafter the trio was joined young widow, Enid 
Shelton and her daughter, Grace, who was few years 
younger than “Horse.” Enid had graduated from col- 
lege and before long she had the task teaching the 
boy. And apt Latin pupil and musician turned 
out be. return, “Horse” found Grace eager 
companion his ways the outdoors, shooting and 
fishing. 


With the menfolk bringing their occasional gold 
findings, and Enid gaining nice livelihood from the 
school she conducted for some the local forty-niners, 
all was peaceful and quiet until the arrival Uncle 
John, supposedly dead the cholera. But “Horse” 
tried explain it, not even the scurvy could kill man 
mean John Loftus. “Horse” knew his uncle too 
well, and knew that this was the showdown. Loftus 
was out get the Iowa farm, and that meant putting 
“Horse” out the way. But Uncle John never reck- 
oned with little girl whose deadly aim found its mark 
his forehead waited ambush for “Horse.” 
And they all started their trek back only 
Grace knew the secret John Loftus’ sudden dis- 
appearance. 


you are Phil Stong fan and enjoy the rugged ad- 
venture and rough speech the early west, this your 
fare. The atmosphere there; but there’s imper- 
sonal quality about the characters. And the two young- 
sters are just little too “unchildlike.” 


Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 
Manhattan College, 
New York, 71, New York 


Neill, Robert Hangman’s Cliff 
Doubleday. Oct. 18, 1956. 352p. $3.95. 

The mise scéne this novel England the late 
eighteenth century. Captain William Appleton and 
his daughter, Margaret, have been willed house 
the Dover cliffs mysterious uncle the family. 
Margaret and her father dwell the house but short 
time when they learn that the area smugglers’ 
haven. They also learn that ruffian named Tom 
Thorn leads the outlaws. After the Appletons become 
friendly with the revenue men, they are warned the 
smugglers desist from such amicable relationship; 
meantime, the law officers open Uncle Rogers’ tomb 
and discover weapons and goods left the smugglers. 
Then Will Appleton arrives courier from the 
American colonies and befriended Margaret and 
her father. the son Uncle Roger. Margaret 
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and Will fall love. The villainous Thorn attempts 


kill Will, but himself shot, and the leaders 
the smugglers are scattered and rendered ineffectual. 


This family story which mild, harmless, and, 
times, suspenseful. certainly not profound novel 
important one. Teen-agers would probably 
entertained because there sufficient amount 
suspense, especially the early part 
the story. generally, however, obviously contrived 
suspense. certain moments the writer presti- 
digitator and his hand quicker than the eye; for the 
most part, however, the author’s hand clearly seen. 
Mr. Neill not ease with the love episodes. Love 
present the story for other reason than that the 
author feels historical novel should have romance. 
The love element, hence, does not belong the adven- 
ture; simply tacked on, and tacked loose, the 
way. Another weakness Mr. Neill’s tendency por- 
tray the forces law sluggish. Almost everyone 
the locale, including strangers, knows when smuggling 
being carried on. The police, however, are usually 
clods, and difficult justify the author’s handling 
the constabulary. But, course, the police were 
about and alert, most Mr. Neill’s adventures could 
not take place. all, Hangman’s Cliff inoffensive 
novel with bloodthirsty bloodlessness. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 


New York, New York 
Graham, Winston The Sleeping Partner 
Doubleday. Sept. 20, 1956. 251p. $3.75. 


often the case, was only after Lynn had left 
him that Mike Granville realized how had been 
neglecting his wife while being absorbed his business 
developing and manufacturing airborne uranium 
detector. Blaming himself for her disappearance, 
searched among their London associates without finding 
any trace her. Then came—notice that Lynn was 
suing for divorce the grounds his misconduct 
with Stella Curtis. Stella was his secretary and was 
married prominent scientist who was suffering 
from incurable disease. But this clandestine affair 
had only begun since Lynn left their home. And the 
petition specified earlier dates. Obviously, only Lynn 
had the answer. But decomposing corpse buried 
under the coal pile your home does not give answers. 


Thanks John Curtis, Lynn’s murderer discovered— 
one the many men with whom she had been carry- 
ing her own extra-marital affairs. Contrary what 
might expected, Stella’s husband does not remove 
himself from the picture. fact, Mike even helps 
save him when the point death. How the 
eternal triangle resolved not revealed, since 
must Mike calling his love inform 
her his impending business trip Africa. 


Action packed and brisk, this novel suspense laid 
London and the neighboring countryside, follows the 
best tradition the typical British spellbinder. Un- 
fortunately its characterization weak. And its glori- 
fication adultery and other moral lapses are factors 
which confine limited readership category. 


Graham Henderson Raddall 


SELLER; 


The Last One 


Henderson, Dion 

Holt. Oct. 16, 1956. 252p. $3.50. 
The present campaign was bound produce novel 
such this but light-weighted some the 
rhetoric the unscrupulous demagogue the story, 
Senator Morgan. Cameron Blue, twice Pulitizer prize. 
winner and just recently having returned the States 
city the Mid-west during the Presidential election, 
Nothing much happens the first third the 
but become acquainted with the General who 
just returned from the Orient and has eye 
ington; with Cameron himself, whom Father 
considers the personification the anti-Christ (p. 63); 
with Cameron’s observations women (p. 82); with 
Fitch, nurse whose interests are unilateral and 
finitely the boudoir; with the giggling addle-pated 
rabble-rouser, Senator Morgan; with the Governor and 
his penchant for telling stories involving homosexuals 
and with Texas Stewart, daughter the 
whose single-minded attitude toward Cameron 
directs both them motel. There are others— 
John Wolf, bitter and sarcastic superintendent 
Cameron; and Senator MacGregor, dying scion 
entrenched political dynasty, who suddenly begins 
diary that will shock the nation. Cameron 
Blue works his job and his love just intensely and 
whenever there interruption the one, the other 
ready substitute. 


and whose characters are brittle and 
much the same order. this the substance 
which candidates are made, God protect us! 


Thomas Wassmer, S.J., Ph.D., 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Raddall, Thomas The Wings Night 
Doubleday. 1956. 319p. $3.75. 

Neil Jamieson when returns Oak Falls, after 
absence fourteen years, has all the 
the age. sentiment” brings him back but old 
sentments keep him there. has suspicion that the 
Senator, Sam Quarrender, has not come his 
property holdings legally. has further suspicion 
that his childhood sweetheart, Louise, 
married the Senator’s son. 


With that starting point The Wings Night seems 
about slip into what might modern version 
diversion) Horatio Alger: the hero triumph ove 
bureaucratic odds and the lover succeed 
through the bonds Holy Matrimony. 


Fortunately Thomas Raddall too good 
follow that line the suggested conclusion. But 
does follows fast and furious after Steve 
render killed hunting accident and leads 
and sustained suspense. 


readable and adds much Mr. Raddall’s 
one Canada’s most competent story tellers. 


James 
New York, New York 
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The Curve the Snowflake 


Walter, Grey 
$3.25. 


Walter Carpentier Cloete 


259 


would have been better had stayed the jungle, 
for then his story, (in the first person), would not have 


Norton. Oct. 17, 1956. 282p. 
States ography. has ingenious turn mind, also, since the merican. been 
seems capable enclosing infinite space, and ruly, the author must angry with the 
used the basis involved science fiction novel 
who time and space travel with the development original Spanish and the translation has 
earthly utopia. His story told done everything possible prevent even bit enjoy- 
ologic psychiatrist and woven about three from the vivid descriptive passages. Three, four, 
who form complementary and very complacent ana- and five syllable words little known the “literati 
triange well. Paula Crome, woman with used where plain English noun would tell the 
mat, and entrepreneur; Punch Adams, who With the wealth that must 
the cheap power upon which successful material econ- perhaps sign why France 
bui its present unhappy state, when find that the author 
Paula intimate with each the three men, but mostly (The 
with Simon and Punch. 
yearly. Under the leadership the four, the trust John Cullen, LL.B., 
the produces combination submarine-airplane; and then Chevy Chase, Maryland 
begins work the first spaceship. this being 
built, Simon encounters, the wilds Scotland, 
object from which secures the “log” Cloete, Stuart Mamba 
which turns out the diary time ship which Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 232p. $3.00. 
stance and Punch had returned from future “utopia” don’t think all started with Leon Bloy, but think 
they had helped establish. This was shown did goodly portion the pioneer work—etching 
sort statistical syndicalism founded upon human vice that run along the edge great virtue. 
reason and controlled species cybernetic analysis Graham Greene has done noble work along this vein 
coupled with birth and sex control. The story English, and Stuart Cloete has jumped deep into 
with the successful launching the first space ship and tradition. 
the validation the first steps establish the story violence. Not only the basic 
“utopia. plot the story murder and adultery, but around the 
This novel ingeniously contrived and times woven all the evil lure the primitive Congo. 
after interesting. Its condonation, even advocacy immo- And around this tale violence, and around this web 
rality, however, renders unsuitable for the ordinary evi!, there haunting mist fragrant loveliness, 
old reader and makes recommendable only rather deep love, beauty found and lost, and the weari- 
that mature adults who will, really, have little interest it. death oppressing the man who lost it. Now all 
his larg: Leonard Wolf, Ph.D this sounds like fascinating work the novel; but 
regret say that not so. The book manages, in- 
Ard believe know the answer. 
Carpentier, Alejo The Lost Steps Mr. Cloete has lost something essential every great 
Knopf. Oct. 15,1956. 278p. $3.75. writer—or least Mamba has lost it. has lost 
nph thoroughly ‘disillusioned master music and its sense values, confusing love with lust, 
leaves his wife, actress, his job musical hatred with holy anger. 
director for radio and programs, and takes his “This seems the great paradox,” says the author, 
ovelist mistress the jungles South America search perhaps the libertine poet and the celibate monk 
But primitive musical instruments. survives the trying are one. That both are sexual, for deny sex 
ordeal revolution and then just happens meet acknowledge its power, its thrall.” many 
the only man who knows the way into the deepest ways this the logical conclusion the whole Greene 
most primitive native village. school thought. the wonderful turnabout that 
starts wonderfully described journey, tires promote vice into virtue, but pushes back 
statute mistress from the States, falls love and lives with into vice; and the middle ground between 
aSouth American lady. reaches his destination, Aristotle! Aristotle!), destroy the 
happy with his mate, and writes his great masterpiece vice, the meaning virtue. 
music. rescued airplane. Alas, for the But probably doing Mr. Cloete vast injustice. 
wonders modern science. sure that such blindness really exists his 


ast One 


consciousness. think has been suckered into bad 
corner writing for money, and sorry that 
going have dig his way out. For probably 
knows that lush sexuality will sell many copies the 
fiction market today, though fewer, suspect, than 
would think. feel that has dredged sex for 
the sake dredging sex, because the actual story 
adultery that supposed motivate the almost 
psychopathic melancholy the narrator embarras- 
singly negligible the story—as Mr. Cloete were 
aware the damn foolishness the federal case 
has made. 


Here man with great grasp Africa, with pen 
that carves great strokes beauty when will let 
carve, turning the fine edge that pen into chopping 
instrument for serving stew lust slobbering 
public. the waste great talent. think 
will better when comes grips with reality. 


Frank O’Gorman, M.A., 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Tesch, Gerald Never the Same Again 
Putnam. Oct. 31,1956. 318p. $4.50. 


This novel treats the life thirteen-year-old Johnny 
Parish. the son divorced parents and lives 
with his mother, grandmother, aunt, brother. 
Johnny’s father alcoholic; his mother wanton, 
and his grandmother Johnny meets 
Roy Davies, 30, and sterile. Roy was first introduced 
sex early age his sister, who is, present, 
The friendship between Roy and Johnny 
develops. Johnny sex obsessed, and Roy enlightens 
him every aspect intercourse. The two indulge 
self-abuse each other’s presence since Roy regards 
legitimate release for the boy. Fnally, Roy 
exposed the townsfolk homosexual, and Johnny’s 
only “friend” forced leave the community. Ergo, 
tragedy for poor Johnny. 


This chamber-of-horrors should not read anyone. 
characteristic the whole thing 
becomes rather ridiculous and even laughable after 
while. Only very immature person could have writ- 
ten this novel, and the author, age twenty-three, cer- 
tainly that. page 170 Roy remarks, “Johnny’s got 
one-track mind with the Local Express always rumb- 
ling with clickity-click toward Sexy Junction.” The 
statement sums the author and every character 
the novel, except Grandma, who too senile care. 
One finds unbelievable that thirteen-year-old boy 
should sexually obsessed, and the author’s impli- 
cation that this average American boy extreme- 
annoying. Perhaps the real tragedy that Mr. Tesch 
has flair for writing; his description finely detailed 
and accurate; has considerable powers observa- 
tion, and excellent ear for human speech, but 
lacks maturity and coherent philosophy life. His 
characters seem more akin animals than 
people and, after all, novel certainly not substitute 


for 

Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 
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Romaniello, John, M.M. Bird Sorrow 
Kenedy. Oct. 18,1956. 221p. $3.50. 
The Chinese have saying: “You cannot prevent 
Bird Sorrow from flying over your head, but you into 
keep him from nesting your Monsignor 
Romaniello the Maryknoll Missions, Prefect Apos 
tolic Kweilin, Kwangsi, South China, makes anc 
proverb the leitmotif his story the communis for the 
penetration small provincial town China. not 
The “conquest” told its effect upon two American 
missioners, and upon the lives four five utterly 
simple who had been sympathetic the priests 
for some years past. These persons are not able 
inely 
comprehend the sudden reversal values, where they 
must accuse and deny what they have accepted through 
long years observation and evaluation. 
they remain faithful heart the priests who have 
befriended them for years, even when they are forced 
into compromises the relentless pressures the new 
order. heartening believe that all over China Steuer, 
the simple peasant folk will have the same good sense 
and courage impede, through passive resistance, the 
new reign militant communism. the 
This book has many the qualities Chinese water The 
color. There simplicity style well suited the cently 
unspoilt characters remote tiny town, and the 
paintings. few strokes are sufficient depict the tortu 
countryside, not Pennsylvania Ohio, but unmistak- far they 
ably China. few more and share the atmosphere 
the scene. and give 
Bird poignant, but written with Christian ism. 
heart. The form this book does not conceal 
the fact that largely autobiographical; and occa reason 
sional exasperation its author cannot hide deep fora pul 
love the Chinese people, even the most unlovely 
guise petty carrying out the party-line 
against the Church. There can little dobut that 
such love will ultimately triumph the for 
the hearts men; Bird Sorrow will, trust, hasten 
the day. This nov 
Brother John, F.S.C., Ph.D., 
LaSalle College, who was 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
and her 
Hutchinson, Loring The Secret Hidden Valley Cluan 
Random House. Oct. 22, 1956. 241p. $3.00. 
When Jim McKenzie rides back his old mountain 
home Colorado realizes that has found the 
answer his longing for good life; and when ang 
meets beautiful Kate Frazier who happens the 
neighbor falls deeply and tenderly love with het 
Thus evident that his list felonies, covering Wales 
eleven-year period, belies his true character. Peace 
must first engage almost murderous fight with health 
brother, must kill with some deliberation the 
his enemies, must discover the fabulous hidden and 
treasure, and must witness the accidental death the 
brother has tried kill. Then wins Kate; That 


her credit said that she has been love with 
him all along and not marrying him just becaus 
happens the last man left alive the 
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doubt Kate realizes what she getting into; but the 
ordinary person would hesitate long before entering 
jnto permanent association with Jim McKenzie, for de- 
spite all author Hutchinson’s sentimentalizing Jim 
seems very formidable sort partner. fact, 
and his brother make rather unpleasant companions 
for the short duration this book; and their company 
not made any more inviting the fact that they 
despise the English language and speak continually 
self-conscious slang. Anyone who does not mind bru- 
tality, however, may find the book interesting enough 
for casual perusal. generates excitement genu- 
inely haunting atmosphere. 


William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Steuer, Arthur The Terrible Swift Sword 
Coward-McCann. Nov. 254p. $3.50. 


gun with live ammunition stolen from the armory 
the Mason Military Academy. Who the culprit? 
The most likely candidate Ted Cantrell. Shells re- 
cently fired are found his room and his room-mate 
missing. one exception, the other characters 
try force confession out Cantrell, even resorting 
The suspense the story depends how 
far they are willing go. 


This straight melodrama. The writer can set stage 
and give unhealthy situation the excitement sad- 
im. But the characters are all fiends; so, too, the 
victim; and the language filthy. There seems little 
reason for anyone read book such this; and less 
fora publisher print it. 


Comstock, Winifred Sing More 
Roy. Oct. 1956. 206p. $3.00. 
This novel reads like script for three-hankie movie. 


Elizabeth Pisek girl, years age 


who was not allowed play with other girls and boys 


because her talent Her grandmother 
and her own inner compulsions forced her into Spar- 
tan regime. Then into her life steps new teacher, 
Cluan Gower, twice her age and twice married. 
beth falls love with him; but Cluan’s second wife 
Catholic and will not release him. Gone are her 
dreams marriage and children; but she remains 
“prisoner love,” Gower’s increasingly possessive 
and jealous love, she scores triumph after triumph 
the concert stage. Finally, Cluan shoots himself. 
has breakdown. recover she goes 
Wales and there meets Gower’s son his first mar- 
also called Cluan and unhappily married 
t0a Welsh girl. Junior’s devotion restores Elizabeth’s 
health. When the neglected wife goes berserk during 
and tries kill Elizabeth, she loses her own 
life, and the way clear for the final sunset clinch. 


That the kind thing you and tearful? 
William Schweder, 


Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Steuer Comstock Lochridge—Nathan Seltzer 
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Lochridge Betsy Hopkins Blue River 
Macmillan. Sept. 124p. $2.75. 

the custom every writer today publish his 
short stories the magazines that pay such fat fees, 
and when has published fine rasher them, 
gather them all into happy frying pan cook 
anthology. Some them are painfully put together, 
needing more than literary glue hold them any 
unity. 

Mrs. Lochridge has done switch, publishing her vol- 
ume short stories before any them were printed 
any magazine, and the unity the book just about 
perfect. She has chosen the people one little town 
her cast characters, and the stories fit into each 
other with the ease greased chain links. 

steak your literary diet. The characters are painted 
gently, with care, with love, with great deal finesse 
the use the language. Only when attempt 
made deep into the souls the characters does 
Mrs. Lochridge appear bit uncomfortable. 
“Foot” stands out beautiful desolation among the 
stories, though some the other portraits are well 
done. steak, have said. But perhaps excel- 


lent light desert. 
Frank O’Gorman, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Nathan, Robert The Rancho the Little Loves 
Knopf. Oct. 22, 1956. 170p. $3.00. 


Two improbable heavenly men, one canonized hermit 
and the other beatified former impresario, set out 
for Geneva teach the modern world the ways 
peace; but miscalculation they land outside Las 
Vegas, near the Rancho the Little Loves inhabited 
only old Maria and her lovely and almost innocent 
niece Conchita. The headwaiter The Winds Hotel 
Conchita’s only visitor and lover; not too sure 
loves Conchita, that she would the proper 
wife for one who planned restaurant his own. 
Saint Odule and Blessed Pierre trying help Conchita 
become singer manage get mixed plan 
rob the Casino The Winds Christmas Eve. 
Only Robert Nathan can weave thus delicately and 
surely appealing, tenuous, little story such this. 
Come think it, even Robert Nathan might have 
had such fantasy rejected were not already 
Robert Nathan. 


Seltzer, Louis The Years Were Good 
World. Oct. 29, 1956. 320p. $4.00. 


America was led greatness men who prized and 
practiced industry, thrift, self-dependence, and prayer. 
post-war world marked inflation, welfare states, 
and political paternalism unfortunately makes such 
virtues seem bit archaic, and the great merit 
book like The Years Were Good that insists 
simple values and shows the achievements derivable 
only from them. The introduction puts the point well: 
“Struggle good for the soul. have had full 
share it. shaping, building, strengthening, even 
when, times, seems almost intolerable. The 
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appreciation life comes only from living it—being 
part its struggle, its sacrifice, its tragedy, its self- 
denial, its heartache, its making nothing some- 
thing—even from feeling hunger, desolation, misery.” 


Fifty-nine years old Louis Seltzer was born 
poverty-stricken cottage Cleveland’s West Side. 
thirteen left the seventh grade help support 
the family seven. From his carpenter father, whose 
determination become writer was crowned eventu- 
ally forty-nine books that rivaled Zane Grey’s 
popularity, learned persistence, hard work, and re- 
spect for humanity. His mother instilled him her 
resourcefulness and religious fidelity principle. These 
qualities, with other endowments given most people, 
brought him from office boy the Leader series 
steps editor-in-chief the Scripps-Howard papers 
Ohio. Higher distinctions, such appointment 
the United States Senate, has spurned favor 
his grass roots. 


Despite these successes, however, Seltzer does not write 
with stars his eyes. His story filled with homely 
reminiscence: his attic room, Belz’s Butcher Shop, 
courting his wife during her pianist days the Madison 
Theatre, the family physician, teachers Denison 
School, escapades along the Ohio Canal. The 
preservation such homespun memories helps ac- 
count for the policy community service which 
later shaped the Press. The latter half the book re- 
ports rather fully his journalistic career, recounting 
famous controversies, scoops, lawsuits, political cam- 
paigns, and community projects which has en- 
gaged. 

Despite occasional setbacks and the oppositions that 
prominence inevitably brings, Seltzer has always main- 
tained belief the goodness people, desire 
serve them, and the optimistic confidence life indi- 
cated his title. His fellow Ohioans will find special 
interest many topical matters local interest, some 
first fully revealed the book. But devotion par- 
ents, love humanity, and the proof that neither 
Yankee self-sufficiency nor Christian philosophy 


HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
FICTION 
Don’t Near the Water Brinkley July 15, 
Certain Smile (IV) Sagan Sept. 
The Last Hurrah (Ila) Feb. 15, 
Auntie Mame Dennis Oct. 15, 
King Paris (IIb) Endore Oct. 
The Mandarins (IV) Beauvoir 
The Loving Couple Rowans Oct. 15, 
Single Pebble (Ila) Hersey June 15, 
NON-FICTION 
The Nun’s Story (Ila) Hulme Sept. 15, 
Profiles Courage (1) Kennedy Feb. 15, 
Eisenhower: The Inside Story Donovan Aug. 
Men Watch Mountains (I) Stone Nov. 
The Unicorn Other Poems Lindbergh Sept. 
Guestward Ho! (1) Dennis May 15, 


Anderson Kitt 


Best 


life outmoded transcend state boundaries. the 
editors Life recognized their liberal extract the 
autobiography, these qualities deserve recommendation 


all readers. 
George Grauel, 


Europe 
meteoric 


The best 


John Carroll University, dea 
Cleveland 18, Ohio has 
close 
Anderson, Marian Lord, What Morning insign 
Viking. 312p. $5.00. ancestry, 
This the singularly modest and simple life story 
great lady. Marian Anderson grew Philadelphia, 
Her hard-working, well-educated father died when she 
was young and left the burden raising three girls, 
two younger than Marian, their mother who sup. her 
ported them for years working cleaning-woman 
Wanamaker’s department store. Marian started 
ing early, first with the junior choir her church and 
frequently getting solos because the natural beauty 
her voice; then both the junior and senior choirs, 
How well she sang was subject for considerable com- all 
ment and she began earn little money making autho 
appearances before church-allied and other groups has 
the city, the suburbs, and eventually further the 
She loved singing, sang easily and happily; but did not 
begin study singing until well into her teens. Her 
ultimate success concert work was the result hard with 
work, some crushing disappointments, and what must Holl 
sional music circles accept negro artist serious 
music. She had Europe win her first real 
recognition. She could have remained there and 
complete success. But, she says quite simply, 
she was American, she would not uproot her family 
for her own career. Her calm and prayerful persistence 
and confidence her talent finally won richly 
every reader. The innate dignity her people shines 
forth from the pages. And this story full and rich 
life, enduring hardship with faith, meeting success with 
modesty, can inspiration all young people, 
particularly those who are working and striving and city 
hoping win measure recognition for talent 
whatever field. All America can proud this wor] 
great lady, Marian Anderson. ste 
Kitt, Eartha Child Prea 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. Oct. 250p. $3.95. Los 
Probably anyone who has had access juke-box 
the last several years, (in addition the more 
cated brethren who have direct access the 
fashionable night-clubs), aware the singing-dancing 
sensation who the writer this autobiography. Mis 
Kitt now tells how happened that out 
out Europe), came new entertainer, born 
America, who captured the fancy the public. Dodd, Mead. 
Miss Kitt recounts some memories bitter South 
Carolina childhood; her aunt’s sending for her 
New York; some dismally crowded apartment 
some equally dismal schooling; unsupervised and 
disciplined growing up; then success with the 
Dunham dance troupe. This troupe’s tour took het 
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and there, Paris, Eartha struck out her 
There followed her return the and the 
meteoric rise stardom and notoriety. 


The best narrative passages this “life” are the por- 
dealing with her growth New York. Miss Kitt 
made the desperate days and the undirected youth, 
close real delinquency), vivid, startling, frighten- 
The parts dealing with the world the “theatre” 
apparently mixed white-and-negro 
Miss Kit, from life which might have yielded 
valuable the public the question 
chooses ignore the question, except 
indirection seemingly intended shock. 

Similarly obviously intended startle the blasé reader 
her casual recital passionate loves, only one 
involves scene verging complete tasteless- 
detail; but all which are immersed callow 
toto. Worst all one bland account 
lover who, the saying runs, showered thou- 
gifts her weekly during their liaison. 


All all, this rather sordid story; not because 
the author’s difficult origins, but because the success 
has chosen and the outlook she has achieved. One 
the impression that the writer not being merely 
but enjoying the role she as- 
herself. Ethel Waters’ autobiography was frank; 
with difference basic outlook! Like the recent 
Holliday biography, Lady Sings the Blues, Thurs- 
Child publication regret. will, moreover, 
little interest for any but sensation-seekers. 


Doris Maguire, 
Manchester, Massachusetts 


Gloves, Glory and God 


Henry 

Revell. Oct. 256p. 
there likes Henry Armstrong, too! The 
champ, the only man ever hold three boxing 
simultaneously (featherweight, lightweight, wel- 
writes his autobiography simply and power- 
The material familiar: the poor Negro boy, 
the Bible, embittered Jim Crow and 
the big city slums, who rises the top (he hit the white 
extra hard) and knows can lick any man 
inthe world. Then comes the decline: loss money, 
status; the end, alcoholism. Enter the 
Heaven. Henry now sincere and dedi- 
preacher, doing his bit for the underprivileged 
tids Los Angeles. The book not especially deep 
hits hard. There are eight pages fight pictures 


plenty action. 
James Arnold, 
Sacramento, California 


Russell, Phillips 

Jefferson, Champion the Free Mind 
Dodd, Mead. Oct. 374p. $6.00. 
‘The purpose this book,” one told, conveniently, 
provide timely, readable, inclusive and authentic 
‘ngle volume the life and work Thomas Jeffer- 
Mr. Russell, who has written biographies Ben- 
Franklin and John Paul Jones has done fair 
workman-like job this endeavor and has, 


Armstrong Russell Mansfield 


263 


general, reached the purpose above stated. Anything 
about “the Founding Fathers” always timely; 
and this book is, moreover, certainly readable. For the 
real Jefferson enthusiast, however, may not inclu- 
sive enough; but what here seems quite authentic 
and the format the “single volume” attractive. 
Whether the price will recommend the majori 

the reading public doubtful. 


Using the framework Jefferson’s life the scaffold- 
ing, Mr. Russell has made this Virginian gentleman live 
more than full life scholar, architect, lawyer, au- 
thor the Declaration Independence, botanist, 
gardener, ambassador France, Secretary State, 
solicitous and almost doting father, the confidant 
the litterati Europe, kind master his slaves, and 
third President the United States. The freckle- 
faced youth from “up-country” Virginia vibrant 
throughout the pages until mellow old man, 
breathes his last most appropriately July 1826, 
fifty years after the Declaration Independence was 
promulgated. His essays, letters (these numbering over 
twenty thousand), resolutions, observations and official 
documents are scattered throughout this work great 
profusion, not haphazard fashion, but with splendid 
sense their importance their timeliness. 


Mr. Russell has gone some length about Jefferson’s 
dealings with women, especially while France. But 
the avid searcher after the lurid sensational will 
disappointed until the very end, when the unfortunate 
affaire Walker breaks into print; and even here, 
the author clearly states, quoting letter from less 
patriot than Tom Paine, “what equally wonder- 
(is) that woman could keep secret ten years.” 
There are couple historical inaccuracies, i.e., (p. 
239) the British burned the Capitol Washington 
August 25, 1814; and, when Jefferson started for Phila- 
delphia from Williamsburg June, 1775, was 
the way the second, not the first Continental Con- 


gress (p. 31). 
Berkeley Kines, 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Mansfield, Harold Vision: Saga the Sky 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. Oct. 24, 1956. 389p. $5.00. 


Vision the story the Boeing Aircraft Corporation. 
the past ten years I’ve read about five histories 
companies. and approached this book with something 
less than enthusiasm. knew what was going 
like. wasn’t. 


This book that must stand something monu- 
ment its field. factual, cold, careful; but behind 
the careful writing there sense drama, swirl 
excitement that catches you after the first few pages 
and sweeps you right through the whole story the 
Aircraft Corporation that was only faint name 
throughout the country 1940, and was every tongue 
1945 while great fleets Flying Fortresses poured 
destruction and death the afternoon hours day- 
light over Hitler’s Fortress Europe. 


The saga the building that magnificent ship—oh, 
well remember them coming back with pieces 
the fuselage gone, engines shot out, hydraulics out, 


miraculously limping back home the base—is drama 
enough for almost any book. But even more fascinating 
than that this first glimpse into the enormity the 
problems that face the aircraft company every hour 
every day. other field you have man build- 
ing product today which his blueprints have already 
made obsolete. miss guess what the airlines 
will purchase today while they, too, know that they are 
investing antique before built, run your 
company into ghastly bankruptcy. Yet, somehow the 
planes are built. Somehow Boeing and all the others 
survive. And the story this fight for survival will 
hold you gripped your chair. 


Bill Boeing died just few weeks ago. the man 
who started all, though this much more than his 
story. not know what cemetery lies today, 
but think can make one safe bet. His body will 
never really grow cold long Boeing plane casts 
shadow the earth below. And even should this 
shadow fade from our earth, this book will keep the 
memory Bill Boeing alive the hearts men who 
can read and can still love great romance. Bravo, 


Harold Mansfield! 


And you—you read it. 
Frank O’Gorman, 


Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Baldwin, Faith Face Toward the Spring 
Rinehart. Oct. 1956. 203p. $3.00. 

the twelve essays this volume, Faith Baldwin, 
“thinking out loud,” has expressed her philosophy 
life and her faith prayer. Many the essays have 
appeared The Christian Herald and the approbation 
readers whom they inspired prompted their publica- 
tion book form. the “October” essay, “Four 
Letter Words,” Miss Baldwin, appraising the writing 
Ernest Hemingway, says: “It makes for extremely mo- 
notonous reading. least for me. And admire Mr. 
Hemingway except for his deplorable repetition.” The 
quotation expresses neatly opinion Miss Bald- 
win’s writing Face Toward the Spring. One admires 
the sentiments expressed; but they are deplorably repe- 


titious. 
Lenore Philbin, 
Archbald, Pennsylvania 
Rabin, Peddler Paradise 


Dutton. Oct. 240p. $3.95. 


This book the “personal story the world’s most 
traveled salesman.” don’t know about the “most 
traveled,” but the book gives account years 
travel 138 countries, many the countries visited 
many times. Mr. Rabin started out selling figs; but 
soon changed cosmetics and medicines. Now has 
his own multi-million dollar company; but still 
the road, having left recently for Hong Kong. 


Good salesman though be, Mr. Rabin not 
writer. His accounts have background. Everything 
tumbles out, though Mr. Rabin were talking you. 
This probably would satisfactory you had traveled 
the same places; but for stay-at-home be- 
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Best 


wildering rather than satisfying. Except for one 
tended account extraordinary Chinese man wh; 
worked Mr. Rabin’s hair-oil bottling works 
loon, everything too brief—like reading 
synopsis story. 


New Yor 


James Ball, all 
Buffalo, New York 
that you 
Freuchen, Peter The Legend Daniel 
Messner. Oct. 1956. 256p. $3.95. 
This book well named, since Peter Freuchen, 
something legend himself, dealing with le. 
endary character. sketches preface the 
facts—or, rather, the basic rumors—around which 
legend Dan Williams was built; then tells hoy 
sifted the information that had acquired an; 
tried bring life real person looming behind 
fantastic reputation. The resultant story 
fact and fiction through which Mr.Freuchen 
very real individual, not quite the Daniel 
Canadian folklore but more human, more 


character who did but few the dire deeds attributed 
him and whose rare acts violence were 
the interest self-preservation. 


For most its length the story good one and 
Freuchen tells well. describes Williams’ religio 
from slavery during the Civil War, his work 
man for the Hudson’s Bay Company, his settling 


the Beaver Indians. Strong, times surprisingly 
man with sincere though odd religious beliefs, splen 


did marksman, Williams should have found 
employment the wild north. Instead, was 
fit, home among neither whites nor Indians. 
blundering—his own and him 
and execution for murder. Mr. Freuchen’s the 
count, the Williams trial for murder 
and frustrated O’Neill’s Yank before the Chu 
cage. Because the story falls short the legend his maj 
shadowed the preface, has its uninteresting The 
ments; Williams’ life among the Indians pictured the way 
being just simply dull. For the greater part, from 
the narrative gripping one—not quite fact, 
quite fiction, but credible and fascinating yarn. there 
Mr. Freuchen might not have been expected know his 
that the words “talitha cumi” are not Latin, but 
should have known that man sitting the stern did, 
canoe cannot direct the paddlers hand signals. 
Wernersville, thi 
Nelson, James The Trouble with Gumballs 
Simon Schuster. Oct. 248p. $3.50. 
have all seen the advertisement: “Be Your Own 
Boss! Work only four hours week. Invest $100. 
guarantee you $100 income each and every 
Well, this the amusing true story man who reed 
such and followed through. James Allen, 
calls himself, former editor Business Week, 
ports with enthusiasm and some degree ability 
that found lurking behind this alluring bit 
the reader, you will probably wonder how 


one 
man 


journal devoted business could fall; but 
did; and here his story—chucking all 
York, trekking California with family and fur- 
and, finally, the episode the Gum Balls. 


all good fun; but the telling wears little 
hin. youngster could have warned the author 
you can get only much mileage out wad 
Gum. Also, could have done without 
occasional profanity, which merely jars, and most 
tortured similes with which Mr. Nelson’s prose 
alread; Matthew O’Rourke, 
ith University Scranton 
the basi 
tells Egbert 
Solovyev, Prophet Russian-Western Unity 
behind Library. 1956. $4.75. 


Russia’s outstanding religious thinker, and was 
profound scholar. The late Dr. Munzer 
nade exhaustive study the life, personality and 


witings Vladimir whom his subtitle 
justly names “prophet Russian-Western Unity.” 
1853, Solovyev studied Moscow and first 
and there brilliant exponent Russian-Ortho- 
ms’ religious trends. the Eighteen-eighties was 
the very beginning his career, Solovyev cour- 
faced problems which are those our own 
vas not God, but man alone; criticized 
panslavism, racism; evolved code 
social justice. step further brought Solov- 
the realization that the authentic Church which 
preserved all that cherished was the Uni- 
Church, guided the Vicar Christ. two 
his major works Russia and the Universal Church 
sting The Russian Idea the “prophet unity” pointed 
ictured the ways which should lead his land and his people 
from the schism and back the Una Sancta. 
fact, Solovyev himself was reunited Rome 
rn. there were still many difficulties ahead for him 
his teaching. Vladimir Solovyev died 1900, 
47, without solving many these difficulties. 
however, blaze the trail for Russian Catholicism 

that Dr. Munzer’s own premature death 
him from developing and further imple- 
this important essay. 


know 
but 
stern 


Helene Iswolsky, 
Institute Contemporary 


Russian Studies, 
Fordham University, 

our Own New York, New York 

$1000. 


who reed Matthew The Church Soviet Russia 
Allen, University Press. 179p. $3.25. 


answering Metropolitan Nikolai Krutitsky’s state- 
during his recent United States visit, Professor 
examines the records the last three Moscow 
His conclusion not cheering: relaxation 


Munzer Spinka Niemeyer 


has not extended religion. sees it, even the 


Russian Orthodox Church patriarch has accepted 


role winning the world Communism. 


Patriarch Tikhon compromised the limit his con- 
science. His successor, Sergei, whose legitimacy 
Patriarch questionable, purchased his office bowing 
the wishes Stalin. And the present Russian Or- 
thodox spiritual leader, Patriarch Alexis, with the 
blessing the Kremlin, spreading Moscow’s influ- 
ence and domination benevolently acceding the 
requests formerly autocephalous orthodox churches 
enter the jurisdiction Moscow. 


With minor exceptions interpretation, Professor 
Spinka has presented excellent and readable history 
the subjugation the largest single confession the 
Soviet Union, Soviet masters. 


Walter 
Institutes Russian Studies, 


Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Niemeyer, Gerhart and John Reshetar, Jr. 

Inquiry Into Soviet Mentality 
Praeger. Aug. 27,1956. 113p. $2.75. 
recent months have had numerous accounts 
the new Soviet leadership which “thinks terms not 
world revolution but making the Soviet Union 
into prosperous and worthy quote one 
these writers. was, therefore, refreshing and, 
paradoxically enough, surprising open book which 
openly admits that the motives Soviet leaders “are 
not confined the pursuit national interests.” 


But what are these motives? not easy task 
determine motivation and cause political system. 
This task becomes even more complicated the case 
the Soviet Union whose multi-national culture 
still little known the West, despite the numerous 
studies which are made every day. Some authors 
(Gorer, Mead, Crankshaw, Salisbury) have tried, rather 
unsuccessfully, the “cultural 
assumption that there exists “traditional Russian 
character” upon which Soviet pattern has been im- 
Another school thought (Leites, Gurian, 
Possony) prefers the “ideological approach” Soviet 
behavior, assuming that only study the Marxist- 
Leninist theory can acquaint the student Russia with 
the sources the suspicions, fears and arrogance 
the outlook her present rulers. 


The approach adopted Niemeyer and Reshetar is, 
fundamentally, ideological. However, the authors dis- 
tinguish between the element Marxism- 
Leninism (the body social and political analyses) 
which the Soviet rulers use irrational way, sub- 
continuous re-interpretation; and the “intuition 
the future,” prophetic element which is, nature, 
irrational. 


Upon these premises, the authors proceed recon- 
struct the mental processes the Soviet leadership 
framing its policies. Their study not “definitive” 
any sense; leaves many questions unanswered. This 
must necessity so. However, the book provides 
answers whole series urgent questions and 
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fulfills the task which the authors have set themselves 
stimulating, provoking way, often uncomfortably so. 


book recommended every student Russia. 


Serge Levitsky, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Teale, Edwin May Autumn Across America 
Dodd, Mead. Oct. 15,1956. 386p. $5.75. 


Autumn, descends upon Cape Cod and the 
Olympic Peninsula, well upon the intervening 
thousands miles which separate these two points, 
the subject competent naturalist Teale’s latest book. 
Not merely the season itself however, knowledgably 
pictured but also its impact upon the fauna and flora 
the vast North American continent. Whatever one 
knew before about autumn will certainly enriched 
reading this facile survey Mr. Teale’s journey 
from the Atlantic the Pacific. 

His indefatigable observation extends from insects 
animals, not ignoring plant life the soil itself, noting 
particularly their often surprising behavior when cooler 
weather sets in. Their hibernation, their migration, 
even their defense against famishing earth are keenly 
and pleasingly taken into account. Nothing escapes his 
deer. The engrossing mysteries plant life, the 
fascinating whims the wind and the rain, and the 
informative vignettes persons who would other- 
wise unknown, make this book not only instructive but 
also amusing and inspiring, for the author interrelates 
all his data with exceptionally contagious vividness. 


The twenty-thousand-mile journey which yielded him 
bright-colored autumn, also afforded him oppor- 
tunity for much photography, and many these pic- 
tures are contained this volume. Sandy shores, wood- 
land brooks, burgeoning flowers, desolate wastes and 
sea mammals are but few the many subjects cap- 
tured Mr. Teale’s camera, and all are deftly repro- 
duced. This work complements his North With the 
Spring, and probably will supplemented with 
record journey during the summer and another 
during the winter, which most likely will eagerly 
amateur, they are well done Autumn Across 


America. 
Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 


Pratt, Fletcher The Battles That Changed History 
Hanover House. Oct. 348p. $4.95. 


The distinguished American historian, novelist, and 
military commentator has compiled anthology 
military events which have profoundly affected the 
course Western civilization and culture. Taking 
his theme that “one the most striking features 
Western European culture has been its ability 
achieve decisive results military means,” Pratt indi- 
cates that “genuinely decisive wars began when the 
people Western European culture (and those who 
acquired osmosis, like the Arabs) discovered that 


was possible change the course history th: 
battlefield.” Many historians will disagree with 
Pratt’s choice battles campaigns and 
fair indicate the criteria has used making 
selections that the war whose major battle 
chronicles must have been really decisive 
historical trend; that the decision positive 
not negrative merely preventive; that the issue 
doubt. 


Using the above criteria, Mr. Pratt has selected Ale, 
ander’s victory Arbela; the Roman victory 
Pyrrhus Beneventum; Justinian, Theodora and 
sarius crushing the “Nike sedition”; the defeat 
Persians the Arabs Kadisiyah; Alfonso VII’s vic 
tory over the Moslem caliphate Las Navas 
St. Jeanne d’Arc’s relief Orleans; the Turkish 
Vienna 1529; the relief Leyden the 
Beggars; the defeat Tilly and Wallenstein 
tavus Adolphus; some campaigns Frederick 
Great, including Rossbach, Leuthen, 
Wolf’s capture Quebec; the decision the Amer 
can Revolution, brought about Burgoyne’s capitul: 
tion Saratoga, Graves’ loss Grasse, 
and Suffren’s threat the British the Indian 
Nelson Trafalgar; the confirmation the 
tion Napoleon Austerlitz; Grant’s 
against Vicksburg; and the American victory 
way. 

each case, Mr. Pratt has given sufficient 
background familiarize the reader with the 
economic and political and military situations 
ing. has given description the major 
the campaign battle; indicated the decisive changs 
competence would task for expert and too 
for this kind review. Suffice say that Mr. 
has given his own opinions and has backed them 
evidence indicating long and careful study. 
that this merely half-closed eye view one 
Western history.” Taking the book thus 
value can recommended readable and com 
petently written summary important battles 
for adult reading. 
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Smith, The Search Beneath the 
Holt. Oct. 24,1956. 260p. $3.95. 


Diolé, 
Messner. 
part 
which 
Both 

what 
the autho 
almo 
these 
good. 


This the story man who was upset 
dead fish, sketch sent him the curator of! 
small South African museum during the 
holidays 1938. The normal routine his life 
indeed, upset for the next fourteen years, until 
satisfied himself that “old man Coelacanth” was 
really dead the Paleontological sense the term. 


from Cambridge but South African the core, 
teaching chemistry Rhodes University college 
Grahamstown, but had early acquired keen 
terest ichthyology and had worked out 
cal classification which had enabled him 
somewhat more than expert field that 
come for him more than hobby. Little wonder 
when received message and sketch 
fish which had been taken commercial 


with 
naking 
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was able tell Miss Courtenay-Latimer, curator 


the East London (S.A.) Museum that this was the 
most important find the century. Important because 
the fish represented the first living specimen group, 
the Actinistia Coelacanths (rhymes with “steel-a- 
which had been thought extinct for 
million years and which hitherto had been 
known only from fossil forms. had 
these fish, belonging the Crossopterygii, very 
close the main stem vertebrate development. 


Professor Smith not only confirmed his tentative identi- 
fcation but was the first study and report the 
gructure this curious primitive vertebrate, study 
which challenged some the accepted opinions 
phylogeny. Unfortunately, most the vis- 
cera had been discarded and the fish, Latimeria, had 
been further damaged mounting. Inspired the 
fnd, Professor Smith determined seek further speci- 
mens and locate, possible, the home the Coela- 
canth. tells the story the fourteen years search 
until finally succeeded getting second specimen, 
(Malania anjouana), from the French Comores Islands 
the Indian Ocean. During this time also did 
much work definitive survey the ichthyology 
the western Indian Ocean. 


The authcr tells fascinating story natural and per- 
history, involving such items brief views the 
processes and integrity science, the nature govern- 
mental procedures science, the persistence and drud- 


necessary for success, the importance being pre- 


pared seize the “fortunate accident,” the perils and 
hardships ichthyological work, and dozen other 
interesting topics. His tale honest and straightfor- 
ward, bit harsh and critical times, occasionally 
way personalities, but essentially honest, ap- 
the help has received and dealing ade- 
quately with the story the Coelacanth. For personal 
reason, Professor Smith supports Prime Minister Malan 
good and sincere man with only oblique refer- 
ence his racial policies. Otherwise, the book in- 
teresting, informative, even exciting. may recom- 
mended good reading natural history for all. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 
Chairman, Biology Department, 
University Scranton 


Diolé, Philippe Sahara Adventure 
Messner. Sept. 185p. $4.50. 


part his full life, Diolé briefly deserted the 
(which seems his natural habitat) for the 
desert. His brief fickleness gave rise this book, 
which does artful job reconciling his two loves. 
Both offer the far-away, lonely places solace and in- 
for the soul man, especially adventurous 
man. 


somewhat slight, but very interesting book, 
the author describes his trip through the mountainous 
almost due south Tunis. There was particu- 
interested studying the petroglyphs, which 
the now-desiccated wadis. From scientific 
point view, little more done than calling attention 
mysterious rock-pictures, but the illustrations 
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Diolé writes the desert, and also the sea 
comparison, the stimulating and almost poetic prose 
that adorned his previous books undersea explora- 


tion and archeology. 
Small defects are the poor maps. 


transliteration English there are authors. 


Franklin Ewing, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Morris, James Saw the U.S.A. 
Pantheon. Sept. 21, 1956. 245p. $3.95. 


The author this travelogue was Commonwealth 
Fund Fellow who toured the United States car, 
train, ship, plane with his wife and children. Unlike 
several other inspectors “the States,” seems 
have waited form his opinions until after had 
been around and about. finds New York “the 
noblest American symbols,” and compares the “vio- 
lence the East” with the “unyielding ferocity 
Niagara.” him the South “pungent entity 
its own,” and Charleston his opinion the “tragedy 
the South.” feels that the Negro slowly ad- 
vancing equality and that “as the memories the 
war recede, the South will lose its festering stratum 
resentment.” The third part his book about the 
West which, Morris maintains, the unifying factor 
space. Having interviewed many miners, uranium 
prospectors, Indians, ranchers, admits admiration 
tor the dams and bridges, the wild life, 
that there “the horse king.” 


Like many another tripper from abroad, Mr. Morris 
likes San Francisco best and thinks that another fifty 
years will “as wise Athens and beautiful 
Paris.” But the stronghold the standard “Ameri- 
canism” judges lies the Middle West. 


What recommends this view ourselves another 
sees its fair and even admiring approach. 
refreshing for change find someone likes us. 


Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Matthews, (Editor) 


The Selected Letters Charles Lamb 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Oct. 22,1956. $4.00. 


Continuing the “Great Letter Series,” under the general 
editorship Louis Kronenberger, Matthews has 
helped himself from the three-volume edition 
Lucas’ The Leters Charles and Mary Lamb and 
selected the letters best suited give adequate 
picture the famous Elia. There are letters Cole- 
ridge, Southey, Wordsworth, and Hazlitt, well 
several minor characters who appeared the scene. 
Why Lamb chose the name “Elia” explained. 


Those who would find interesting Lamb’s animadversions 
toward Shelley and Byron will find few tidbits here; 


The Arabic names 
are difficult, because the French transliteration ad- 
hered to, making the names doubly foreign. However, 
the names the map are done this style, and an- 
other excuse the fact that there are many styles 
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but general the interesting fare sparse. However, 
Lamb’s proposal marriage the actress Fanny Kelly, 
his description the quixotic rum genius George Dyer, 
his mirror-eyed appraisal himself (sent the auto- 
graph collector and librarian the London Institu- 
tion) are items more-than-ordinary interest. 


Often one wishes see the answers letters that 
Lamb sent his friends (very few are included), but 
then the book would Correspondence and not the 
Selected Letters book that Matthews intended. Mr. 
Matthews’ introduction pleasantly and succinctly in- 
formative, while his Cast Principal Characters 
order their appearance definite asset. short, 
this addition the “Great Letter Series” commend- 
able reading for those interested English Literature 
and, suppose, mint sauce for the lovers Lamb. 


Arthur MacGillivray, 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Polatin, Phillip, M.D., and Philtine, Ellen 
Marriage the Modern World 
Lippincott. 1956. 313p. $3.95. 


Dr. Ploatin and his wife have given study mar- 
riage that primarily psychological, rather than socio- 
logical. Dr. Polatin psychiatrist and 
psychoanalyst. His wife novelist and undoubtedly 
has contributed the easy style and lucid prose that 
distinguish this volume. 

The coverage their study almost encyclopedic. 
The earlier chapters deal with attitudes toward mar- 
riage and emotional problems that prospective partners 
face. the discussion marriage problems, there 
considerable emphasis upon the sexual aspects mar- 
riage. 

The authors give advice regard parental relation- 
ships with children and the attitudes that contribute 
most happy family conditions. They also consider 
factors that create tensions between spouses and some- 
times lead breakdowns marriages. less than 
six chapters are devoted divorce and problems con- 
nected with it. The fact that thirty per cent the 
book devoted this topic significant commentary 
modern conditions. 

Their method treatment one that seems common 
popularizers psychiatry. Any given topic pre- 
sented, first the abstract, and then case histories. 
These histories would not seem technical the average 
intelligent adult who has even modest knowledge 
psychiatric terminology and techniques. 

any treatment this type, one the fundamental 
questions that must asked concerns the moral posi- 
tions the authors. The present study completely 
amoral, the sense that the authors apparently not 
make moral judgments sexual practices, birth con- 
trol, divorce, and related topics. the same token, 
they show any signs the bias against religion 
morality. The customs community and the 
moral views individuals are simply data which the 
psychiatrist considers along with the other attitudes and 
the emotional problems patient. 


result this attitude, the authors take purely 
pragmatic viewpoint toward problems which Catholics 


consider moral issues. the other hand, they are for the 
offensive when they comment upon the moral teaching 
the Church. They are poles apart from the And fev 
type popularizer who tries shocking with Fat 
discriminating reader, well versed Catholic the 
teaching, can find useful material emotional prob race 
lems this field. Sociologists, marriage 
and doctors might able use it. Unfortunately, upon 
lack firm moral attitudes precludes any general rec viduals 
ommendation for Catholic readers. 

the book 
Wibberly, Leonard Patrick O’Connor the epilo 
The Trouble With the Irish 
Holt. Oct. 18, 1956. 254p. $3.00. future 
The author, being part Irish and part English, believe the 
himself well qualified seek acquaint with the 
battles waged between the English and the Irish from 
the day the traitorous king Leinster, Dermot 
invited the Normans help him regain his 
kingdom from the outraged Tiernan O’Rourke 
wife Dermot had stolen. Even today relations 
tween the two countries are strained the Partition Allegro, 
Problem. The tale feuding well told, with much 
interest and lack humor. The author The auth 
amazing insight into the character and the 
ment the trouble-makers. true “that the Irish 1951. 
are love with their past and Irish conviction 
that they have more past than anybody Scroll 
lish love the past, too. But there difference. 
English cherish the past like old teacup which 


admired the dresser shelf. But for the Irish the 
past the dinner service the table, out which 


agrees 


they eat daily meal.” And this unhealthy pre 
occupation with that troublous past, (England labelled three 
the culprit), that has hindered Ireland’s frst sectio 
progress. the Dead 
Wibberley points out another national fault, impor 
ganization.” The too-numerous political party system the histor 
and the isolationist attitude the largest single party, anc 
the Fianna Fail, which refuses co-operate with the 
present coalition government, hindrance whi 
tional prosperity. England ready market and the 
convenient one for Ireland’s two greatest national assets causalit 
—agricultural products and tourism. this witty and Were the 
wise account battles long ago and more recent ‘he New 
clashes helps toward better understanding theology 
have served good purpose. 

University Scranton Whether 

LaFarge, John Even 
The Catholic Viewpoint Race Relations 

Hanover House. Oct. 190p. $2.95. lor assertic 
This latest study Father LaFarge significant the rep 
confronting our nation. And inaugurates new 
series, called the Catholic Viewpoint Series, studies 
The editors the series were indeed fortunate both That the 
their choice subject and their selection author 
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for the lead-off volume this series. need clear, 
thinking the problem race relations. 
And few Catholic Americans can remotely compare 
with Father LaFarge for both experience and wisdom 
this delicate field. 


the present study, the author analyzes the problem 
race relations, tells the slow growth Catholic 
solving this problem, states the principles 
which solutions must based, and tells indi- 
yiduals what they can help solve our current 


select any one point the highlight 
the book. This reviewer was especially impressed 
the epilogue moderation and gradualism. 
every literate Catholic will want read this study. 
future books the series live the standard set 
the initial volume, can look forward major 
Catholic thought and action. 


John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Allegro, John The Dead Sea Scrolls 


Pelican Books. 1956. 


The author this paperback quite young student 
Semitic philology; obtained his bachelor’s degree 
the immense work editing the fragments the Dead 
Sea Scrolls Jerusalem; this important work has been 
scholars various nations for the past 
everal years. 


agreeable feature the book consists the large 
good photographs and maps. For the 
ake review, the subject-matter may considered 
three sections, which are unequal value. The 
frst section deals with the history the discoveries 
the Dead Sea Scrolls; the author gives summary 
the important findings made the caves penetrated 
ince 1950. The second section the narrative records 
the history the diggings which unearthed the mon- 
and cemetery Qumran; this added 
acount the history and discipline the monastic 
soup which inhabited Qumran. The third section 
the book discusses these questions: Was there link 
causality between Jesus and the Qumran sectaries? 
Were the ideas and terminology the literature 
New Testament derived, perhaps directly, from the 
theology and literature the Qumran monastics? This 
like Edmund Wilson, answers with vigorous 


Whether one agrees with the answer disagrees, 
can fail remark the shoddy, cheap structure 
upon which the author’s case made 
Even the fact that this supposed popular 
excuse for unwarranted assumptions, 
not founded the evidence presented, 
the repeated, frequent use the sly trick flitting 
from shaky probability and faltering 
brazen, strident certainty. This reveals 
respect for the intelligence the average reader 
book. 


That the discovery the Dead Sea Scrolls immensely 
and important, goes without question. That 
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these discoveries will cast new and welcome light upon 
textual problems the books the Old Testament, 
and upon the religious and intellectual milieu the 
intratestamentary period, our earnest expectation. 
Let not exciting and valuable event become the 
occasion reversion the shoddy agnostic chicanery 


the 18-19th centuries. 
William Herlihy, S.J., 
University Scranton 


Lawrence, Robert The World Opera 
Nelson. Sept. 24,1956. 208p. $3.50. 


personable and talented young conductor, critic and 
commentator, Robert Lawrence has written 
and illuminating introduction operatic music and 
tradition which interest everyone interested 
music, savant amateur, aspiring student im- 
presario. discusses repertory, traditions, singers, 
conductors, producers, audiences; includes satirical 
chapter purporting prima-donna’s memoirs; and 
takes look toward the future opera America. 
This book recommended for every library from high 
school through college. perceptive and soundly 
sensible and the author has taken care not wrap his 
thought the technical ideology the operatic world. 


CLUE-WORKS 
John Coppinger, Contributing Editor 


Alexander, David 
The Murder Whistler’s Brother 
Random House. Oct. 12, 1956. 225p. $2.95. 


Bart Hardin, managing editor the Broadway Times, 
and his friend, police lieutenant Romano, defy the 
Syndicate headed Moe Selig pin down the mur- 
derer wealthy night-club owner and the child- 
witted brother Joe “the Whistler” Merusi, one 
Selig’s top men. The whole solution depends 
finger-painting bright-colored butterfly made 
the brother and given him Hardin. 
The painting disappears and Hardin almost follows the 
Whistler’s brother into the shadows. Tough back- 
ground, but not too tough; and amazingly knowledge- 
able aboui its Times-Square-to-the-Circle background. 


Hodgkin, Dead Indeed 


Macmillan. Oct. 23,1956. $2.95. 

One the most unusual and enjoyable, well 
original, mysteries that have come our way moon 
Dead Indeed takes place and around 
the juvenile book department Brewin Books, Inc., 
and keeps its cast characters normally not-too-bright, 
without maligning the police promoting the brilliance 
civilian sleuth. Bruce Belloc was handsome 
but nasty book illustrator who left Solar books pre- 
cipitately and joined Brewin time win the Garth 
award author-illustrator children’s book named 
Fly With Me. one mourns much when found 
stabbed death the waiting room the tenth 
floor, the morning after publisher’s party his honor. 
Addicts should enjoy this, and the author’s observa- 
tions publishing ethics are sound and strong. 
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Stout, Rex Might Well Dead 
Viking. Oct. 26,1956. 186p. $2.75. 

The redoubtable Nero Wolfe, assisted Archie Good- 
win, Saul Panzer, Fritz Brenner, and opposed usual 
Inspector Cramer and Sergeant Stebbins, not only 
find missing heir, but prove that did not commit 
murder Mike Molloy order wed his pretty 
wife. This the high standard Nero Wolfe 
stories with the one exception that too many murders 
are done before Wolfe and his cohorts can find the 
something that “stings” which will lead the culprit. 
However, even so, not too implausible; and 
good fun. 


Monig, Christopher The Burned Man 
Dutton. Nov. 12,1956. 189p. $2.75. 

Any tale that takes the reader from four-alarm blaze 
down-town New York plastics factory Brooklyn 
and the Versailles restaurant, then switches Tangier; 
and winds finally the sewers Paris obviously 
has movement. This also has some seven eight 
corpses, most with bashed-in heads, before Brian Brett, 
insurance adjuster, catches the culprit and doing 
discovers the flaw blonde goddess. Cleverly con- 
structed and told with some verve, this better than 
average. 


Coles, Manning Birdwatcher’s Quarry 
Doubleday. (Crime Club Selection) 1956. 190p. $2.75. 
This starts off with promise then bogs down into 
series witless complications that, sum, sound like 
the first draft scenario satirizing every cliche pos- 
sible for “detective” film. Earmarked “favorite 
sleuth” category, this potboiler will win friends for 
Tommy Hambledon for author Manning Coles. 
Mr. Coles must have been hard pressed let this 
press its present hare-brained and rabbity condition. 
banality, with some the dullest dialogue since Nick 
Carter pursued the diamond thieves. 


Cullingford, Guy Framed for Hanging 
Lippincott. Oct. 31,1956. 222p. $2.75. 

canny reader will pause over the tricky opening 
sentence, “The six male corpses were laid out side 
side.” And remember its trickiness the author leads 
him down the maze. And later regret that brushed 
off the author’s fumble that pikestaff-plain clue 
Chapter But will have had first-rate entertain- 
ment the meantime, following the attempts honest 
Inspector Yeald uncover the murderer gruff Doc- 
tor Morby, for whom the latter’s wife had jilted Richard 
Groom, nephew three genteel spinsters Edward- 
ian Cattsminster and grandson the late Canon 
the local cathedral. The rallying Richard’s aunts 
(who might have found congenial friends Ladies 
Retirement) and his fellow explorers, their trailing 
red herrings which might just authentic clues, plus 
clean-cut, consistent characterization and good touches 
village atmosphere, make this candidate for the 
season’s first-of-class. 
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Stout, Rex, comp. Eat, Drink, and 
Viking. Oct. 18,1956. 246p. $4.50. 
This eighth annual anthology from the Mystery 
America contains short stories, chosen from 
submitted for the purpose. the compiler points 
his most them “the route 
murder the gullet.” all but one, brief 
note the author points out strengths and weakness: 
the particular story—a dubious addendum since 
sometimes serves clarify the reader’s vague 
faction with the tale. whole, the collection’s 
ness lies lack originality and depth. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Cop Kille 


Bagby, George 

Doubleday. Oct. 18,1956. 191p. $2.75. 
Bagby and Inspector Schmidt are quite team: on: 
stupid and sycophantic, the other brilliant that 
arrives solution that most readers will not hav 
thought of, though the evidence given provides some 
good leads. Bagby’s silly questions become tiresome, 
and does the inspector’s repeated removal 
shoes; but Cop Killer remains interesting account 
petty crime and the murder crooked cop 
lower reaches Manhattan. 


POCKET PRINT AND REPRINT 


Westerns: 

Wagon Captain, Halleran, expertly told 
story wagon train the Bozeman Trail 
Dakota Territory, with enough war-painted Sioux 
keep suspense tight, (Ballantine, 170, $0.35; ... 
Bantam Books has reissued three Luke Short’s 
Sunset Graze, (#1531, $0.25; 
(#1532, $0.25; I); and Corner Creek, (#1533, $0.25 
Loomis, which the hero newspaperman who 
packs shooting-irons punctuate his editorials, 
$0.25; Harry Drago’s Their Guns Were 
which first saw light 1923, (Dell, 919, $0.25; ... 
Cimarron Trace James Norman pretty much 
standard desert trek stuff plot but with 
ordinary writing, (Dell A-119, $0.25; Another 
Dell “First” Arthur Steuer’s Rebel Gun, which 
young sure-shot into company with the Jesse Jame 
and Younger crowds, (A-124, $0.25; IIa) Pocket 
books reprints Zane Grey’s The U.P. Trail which shows 
little sign its age, though first published 
(C-231, $0.35; Also from Pocketbooks are Max 
Brand’s Galloping Broncos, (#1133, $0.25; I); and The 
Parson Gunbarrel Basin, Nelson Nye which has 
From Permabooks are Steve Frazee’s 
Range Woman, (M-3049, $0.25; IIb), which features 
incredible temme-fatale who bosses cattle 
And Frank Malachy’s Hot Town, (3-59, $0.25; 


marred over-much violence, sadistically detailed. 


1956 


Mysteries: 

Margaret Millar’s The Lively Corpse, originally titled 
Rose’s Last Summer, has suspense enough, 
hand will spot the solution early on, (Dell 
The Cautious Maiden, off-beat Simenon-sort 
centered almost entirely the interrogation 


which mixes atomic scientists and pacifist 

the desert around Albuquerque, (A-123, $0.25; 
Nightmare Guy Endore, (D-183, $0.35; IV), 

was first named Methinks the Lady and rough stuff 

with bad odor Jonathan Latimer’s Sinners and 
anship, Shrouds works the changes the frame-up case, and 
does neatly, (Pocketbook #1136, $0.25; The 

Case the Hesitant Hostess another Perry Mason 
Erle Stanley Gardner, (Pocketbook #1127, 

Ila) Henry Kuttner’s The Murder Ann 

Avery mixes juvenile delinquents with 
who solves the murder case, (Permabook #3058, $0.25; 

am: Richard Werry’s Hammer Home one 
that those whiskey-wimmen-and-weaselin’ routines which 

hide poor plotting slam-bang brutality, (Ban- 
Jes #1506, $0.25; IIb) Paint the Town Black 
tiresome David Alexander another adventure Broadway 
Bart Hardin, clever and authentic atmosphere, 
count #1534, $0.25; The Pale Door Lee 


another tough-talk and rough-do thing fea- 
alcoholic blonde, (Bantam #1535, $0.25; IIb). 
all, not very choice crop. 


General Fiction: 


has issued two Cronin’s novels, The 
Green Years, which first appeared 1944 and was 
seller for many months, (F-1536, $0.50; IIb); and 

told Shannon’s Way, its 1948 sequel, (F-1537, $0.50; IIb) 

Also from Bantam Richard O’Connor’s Guns 

Sioux Chickamauga, (A-1491, $0.35; I), reviewed here Sept. 

stories Silent, Run Deep, (Permabook #4061, $0.35; IIa), was 


here April 15, 1955 Samuel Eliot Mori- 
Christopher Columbus, Mariner, (Mentor #M-181, 
I), was noted here Sept. 1955 Flannery 

collection ten short stories, Good Man 
Hard Find, (Signet S-1345, $0.35; IIa) was re- 
here June 15, And Cameron Hawley’s 
story, Cash McCall, was reviewed here 
15, 1955, (Pocketbook GC-751, $0.75; 
Pocketbook reprint Lucy Freeman’s case- 
Anothe William Heirens, convicted murderer and 
hich Catch Before Kill More, (C-221, $0.35; 
interest mostly sensation seekers and students 
psychology Sholem Asch’s The Naza- 
shows (GC-36, $0.50; III), probably well-intentioned, 


and The Star has been abridged for publication under the 
has colophon The Green Cockade; tale the 
$0.25; Rangers the later days the American 
Tumbling Revolution, (A-1508, $0.35; Anne Lindbergh’s 
the Wind was first printed 1938; still 
exciting reading, (Dell D-182, $0.35; 
ind Walter Lord’s story the Titanic disaster, Night 
now available for the two-bits investor, 


‘Bantam #1539, $0.25; 
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Bantam has also reprinted Nancy Mitford’s Madame 
Pompadour, noted here when first published Sept. 
1954, (FB-409, $0.50; IIb) and Henry Hart’s 
Venetian Adventurer: Marco Polo, (FB-403, $0.50; IIa), 
which was originally published Stanford Press 
1942. Both are good additions the Bantam biog- 
raphy series Also from Bantam reprint Ed- 
Grierson’s The Hastening Wind which has had 
its title changed The Royalist; swashbuckling 
Napoleonic era, (A-1525, $0.35; IIb) The same 
firm has reissued 1940-Somerset Maugham novel, 
the Villa, (1489, $0.25; which seems still popu 
Alexandre Dumas’ The Count Monte Cristo 
comes new translation Lowell Bair, (F-1520, 
$0.50; IV) And there collection fantastic 
short stories, edited Ray Bradbury and titled from 
one the leading and most famous the collection, 
The Circus Dr. Lao, (A-1519, $0.35; IIb) Wildly 
and, after few chapters, dully contrived Shepherd 
Mead’s The Big Ball Wax, which reputedly formed 
the basis for Moss Hart’s recent flop the Pink (Bal- 
lantine, #174, $0.35; IIb). 


Penquin Books has issued new editions four plays 
Shakespeare, presumably the first complete set 
individual play texts, under the general editorship 
Alfred Harbage. The first four are Macbeth, (AB-1, 
$0.50; I); Coriolanus, (AB-2, $0.50; I); Measure for 
Measure, (AB-3, $0.50; I); and The Winter’s Tale, 
(AB-4, $0.50; The Pocket Library adds Thomas 
Hardy’s The Mayor Casterbridge, (PL-52, $0.35; 
IIa) and The Mill the Floss George Eliot, 
(PL-509, $0.50; both attractively printed, although 
very sturdy binding. 


The Bedside Book Famous French Stories col- 
lection sixteen pieces such recognized authors 
Balzac, Gautier, Flaubert, Daudet, Zola, Maupas- 
sant, Musset, Saint Exupery, Malraux, Zola, 
Colette, Anatole France. Belle Becker and Robert 
Linscott have edited this “new revised edition.” 
mixed bag, indeed; and not what the gullible unwary 
likely think is, (Dell F-57, $0.50; Henry 
Gregor Felsen capitalizes the rage 
make hay out the hey-hey set teeners; lurid and 
tough, Rag Top rates low, (Bantam #1538, $0.25; 
Satan’s Rock Carl Burton backwoods melo- 
drama self-consciously crude, (Bantam, #1517, $0.25; 
IIb) Adelaide Humphries writes with great 
about doctors and nurses and such public hospital, 
and calls Nurse Landon’s Challenge, (Bantam #1496, 
$0.25; The Last Laugh Charles Einstein 
shows promise, though the subject matter the studio- 
world TV, which lends itself bawdry and banal- 
ity, (Dell A-121, $0.25; IIb) Wetback William 
hardly deserves mention; it’s about bad 
patrolman and adultery, (Dell A-120, $0.25; 


Non-fiction: 


There’s fine piece work Carter Harman’s 
Popular History Music; includes some line-draw- 
ings instruments, glossary, bibliography and 
rather thorough index, (Dell C-102, $0.50; The 
American Heritage Reader contains twenty-one ex- 
cerpts from the issues thus far published the excel- 
lent magazine-book published under Bruce Catton’s 
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editorship, (Dell C-101, $0.50; Heinz Haber, 
chief the Walt Disney Studios, 
has written book complementing the Disney film Our 
Friend the Atom; the style popular and clear, helped 
some illustrations, (Dell B-104, $0.35; The 
Scourge the Swastika reprint Lord Russell’s 
history Nazi war crimes; horrifying indictment 
the materialist philosophies, (Ballantine F-169, $0.50; 
“guide for everyone who belongs club,” ex- 
plains the duties various officers, committeemen, the 
parliamentary rules, the order business; handy 
thing have around, (Signet, Ks341, $0.35; 
Sight Without Glasses Harold Peppard contains 
some sound advice, but may promise too much those 
who suffer from organic defects; take with the tradi- 
tional “grain salt,” (Signet, Ks342, $0.35; IIa) 
Mr. John McCloy, who preceded Dr. Conant 
representative the government West Germany, 
writes the foreword this helpful presentation the 
dangers and prospects that confront Russia and Amer- 
ica. The text Professor Henry Roberts 
Columbia University. clearly presented, with ob- 
jectivity, but without squinting Russian communism 
make look less ugly than is. worth recom- 
mending all serious readers, (Mentor #182, $0.50; 
IIa). 


Better Class: 


The Alfred Knopf reprint series, Vintage Books, num- 
ber ten for Fall issue. Most them are excellent, all 
are well printed, and add bargain-buys. The 
Autobiography Michel Montaigne, something 
minor classic its genre, has been edited, arranged 
and translated Marvin Lowenthal, K-34, $0.95; III); 
not for the general reader William York Tyn- 


dal’s essays Forces Modern British Literature 
stimulating criticism variety greats and 
greats English letters, (K-35, $0.95; Ila) 
erine Mansfield’s cleanly chiseled short stories hay: 
here introduction Elizabeth Bowen who has als 
made the selection stories for the collection, 
analysis The American Character doubly 
this reprint, which Professor Brogan adds 
foreword, (K-37, $0.95; The Critical 
ance, (K-38, $0.95; IIa), collection essays, 
editor Stanley Edgar Hyman calls it, 
Richards, Allen Ttate, John Ransome, name 
author Poetics Music the Form Six 
(K-38, $0.95; IIa), which lean and muscular 


his musical compositions The American Essays 
Henry James, edited with introduction Leon Ede 
(K-40, $0.95; IIa), and Henry James’ essays The 
Future the Novel, K-41, $0.95; IIa), form hand; 
companion pair books which recommend 
final pair this series two volumes the Journal 
Andre Gide, translated, selected and edited 
tin O’Brien, (K-33-A and K-33-B, each $0.95; IV), 

1 


which Catholic readers will have chary since 
Gide got his works added the Index forbidden 
books, and not without good cause; students should 
permission their bishop read these volumes 
necessary read them; but they are not generd 
interest and will, surely, greatly disappoint the 
Gide had habit talking too much man 
topics; and much the clarity style the origind 
French perishes translation through little fault 
the translator. 
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